May 12, 2019

Gym Masses

Pastor’s 2 Cents From: Fr. Jim DeBruycker

Presider: Fr. James Cassidy
On this Good Shepherd Sunday, we
celebrate the youth of our parish and
our wonderful faith formation year! There
are so many people to thank for today:
our speakers, Daniluz and Patricia
Cespedes-Schueller: our readers, Luca
La Hoz Calassara and Elcie Rudolph:
our band, led by Jordan Hedlund, and
including Marc Bromaghim-Oropeza,
Ethan Skelton, Leah Terry and Grant
Vague: our Children’s Choir, directed
by Seth Boyd, and including Mariella
Elm, Luca la Hoz Calassara, Carter
Ley, Audrey, Emma and Maya Skibbie, Luis, Mia, Pablo and Pedro Torcat,
and Townes Wurm. And special thanks
to our moms who give us life every day!
The Sunday Morning Registration and
Information Office is located in the Parish Center. In the office you may register
to become a SJA parishioner, get program information, sign up for a program,
and register to volunteer. The office is
open after both of our Sunday morning
liturgies.

As any Religious Ed. teacher will tell you, kids are pretty perceptive when they are paying attention - attention being the operative word. This fourth week of Easter is often called ‘Good
Shepherd Sunday,’ because the Lectionary reading is a version of the Good Shepherd parable.
A number of years ago I was leading a discussion of this reading with some fifth graders in a
Religious Ed. class. A young man raised his hand with a comment. “Doesn’t a shepherd guard
the sheep so that someday he will eat them? So really, what difference does it make to the
sheep if a wolf eats them or the shepherd?” I believe he is probably a reporter for Mother
Jones these days.
I’ll also bet this kid was the first to question the existence of Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny.
In the old days, a question like that would have you writing 100 times why you should not
talk back to Father, but this is the age when even the most inane question gets the politically
correct response, “That’s a good question.” In this case, it was a legitimate question. Being a
good Democrat, I could have explained that it’s the owners who eat the sheep not the worker,
(once again the worker is the pawn) but this kid was too smart. So I fell back on every teacher’s
emergency response, “What do you think?”
Luckily, the kid already saw I was wounded and didn’t go in for the kill. The rest of the class
was a discussion of how they all hated lamb and they couldn’t kill one as they were too cute,
but a great religious analogy was in shambles.
It reminded me of another poor Religion teacher who was reading a story about animals. One
of the animals was a good squirrel who risked his life for the others. When the teacher asked
for a comment, a weary but world-wise child responded, “He was just a good squirrel, but I
suppose he was supposed to be Jesus.” How quickly they learn.
The earliest Christian representation of Jesus was a young beardless shepherd with a lost
lamb thrown over his shoulders. I’m taking it for granted he was saving it, not eating it.
The ancient world was very sheep conscious. They knew they were not the smartest animals
and every predator was after them but they were food and warmth. They needed guidance and
protection. A shepherd was a rough loner who lived in the elements and lived to protect their
sheep. Their sheep saw them as one of them and they responded to the shepherd as one of
them. It was a rotten poorly paid and dangerous occupation with little respect. This is the image
Jesus took for himself and, as we saw last week, passed on to his disciples.

Weekend Masses are Celebrated at:
5pm Saturday and 7:45am Sunday in the Church
9am and 11am Sunday in the Gym
Family Masses will resume on September 15

Visit: www.stjoan.com
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Highlights This Week at SJA

Looking Ahead…

FFI check the bulletin, the SJA website or call the Parish Center.
The Upper Room is located in the Parish Center; Hospitality Hall, in
the Church basement; the Arc, across 45th Street, 4457 3rd Ave.

Sunday 9 and 11 am Gym Masses:

Monday, May 13
SAGES 2nd Monday Dialogue; Planning Your Funeral,
1:30pm in Hospitality Hall
Mental Health Ministry, 5:45pm at Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Tuesday, May 14
8am Mass in the Orleans Chapel
Wednesday, May 15
Southside Civil Rights Presentation, 6:30pm in Hospitality Hall
Thursday, May 16
8am Mass in the Orleans Chapel
Grief Support, 6:15pm at Richfield Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 19
SJA Health Care for All MN, following the 11am mass in the
Upper Room

May 19: Presider: Fr. DeBruycker. Our Mental Health Ministry
brings in Sarah Super as our pre-mass speaker. Sarah is the
leader of Break the Silence, which provides support to survivors
of sexual violence.
May 26: Presider: Fr. Cassidy
June 2: Presider: Fr. Cassidy. We celebrate Outreach Sunday!
Julie Madden will speak and we will be joined by many guests.
And there will be ice cream sandwiches.
June 9: Presider: Fr. Cassidy. Pentecost: The Spirit is alive in
many languages in our gym masses.
June 16: Presider: Fr. DeBruycker. A special Sunday of blessing
for youth and adults leaving to serve with several organizations in
Milwaukee this summer, and a commissioning of our new parish
council members.
June 23: Presider: Fr. Cassidy. It is the weekend of the Twin
Cities Pride celebration, and we will commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the Stonewall uprising.

Scripture Readings:
Sun, May 12: Acts 13:14,43-52; Rev 7:9,14b-17; John 10:27-30
Mon, May 13: Acts of the Apostles 11:1-18; John 10:1-10
Tues, May 14: Acts of the Apostles 1:15-17,20-26; John 15:9-17
Wed, May 15: Acts of the Apostles 12:24-13:5a; John 12:44-50
Thu, May 16: Acts of the Apostles 13:13-25; John 13:16-20
Fri, May 17: Acts of the Apostles 13:26-33; John 14:1-6
Sat, May 18: Acts of the Apostles 13:44-52; John 14:7-14
Sun, May 19: Acts 14:21-27; Rev 21:1-5a; John 13:31-33a,34-35

Gluten-free Communion is available upon request. Please see
any of the Sunday sacristans in the gym before Mass.
Enhanced Hearing Devices are available in the church and gym.
They are located in the back of the church and the welcome center.
SignUpGenius for Eucharistic Ministers is available online. It
is simple, user friendly and a reminder is sent 3 days before your
scheduled volunteer day. FFI contact Marcia at mkurtz@stjoan.com.

Prayer Corner: Please remember in your prayers those who are in need of healing:
Chuck Abramson, Arlene Axelson, Ned B., Dennis Barta, Elaine Boehm, Marcia Boehnlein, Craig Bonine, Patty Brennan, Lorraine Bryant, Pam Burd,
Courtney, Catharine C., George C., Dayna Cell, Dennis & Alice Coleman, Joe & Dave Culver, Meg & Nick Daoust, Anita Dehinten, Jim DeBruycker,
Koko Dehn, Colleen Dooley, Bob Duffy, Kathie DuRocher, Henry F., John Fierce, Flo Francis, Karen Frees, John & Margaret Frees, Kate Gilbert,
Heidi Gregorich, Tom Griep, Emma H., Brad Hinker, Jeff Hinton, Megan Hoffman, Jan Horner, Kathy Horner, Neysa Housley, Gina J., Ceil Jaisle,
Dan Jay, Tom Jay, Paul Jonsson, Joan Joos, Lois Kalis, Maria Karpinski, Glen Kelley, Chuck & Kathy Kennedy, Sage Kirscht, Barbara Klebel, Liam,
Luke, Marianne Lafex, Amy Lainus, Iva Lang, Jim Lappen, Melva Larson, Dorothy & Darlene Lawson, Tony Lescarbeau, Alex M., Kamran M., Kyle M.,
Michael M., Joe Mars, Janet Martens, Dawn McCelland, John McGarry, Kate Meyer, Kelley Meyer, Morley family, Royce Morrissette, Ted Mueller,
Sheri Murch, Young John Murray, Nanette Murry, Nate, Craig Nordby, Arla Olive, Dick Olson, Paul Olvera, Colette Ott, Paula, Pam Paul, Bill Peterka,
Joe, Mary & Dick Priola, Jim Rapp, Carol Reiland, Jimmy & Jean Rieck, Donald & Susan Roufs, Pat Russell, Joe S., Kay Samuelson, Don Schafer,
Phil Schmidt, Kieran Shafritz de Zoysa & family, Mattie Sieler, Sam Slagerman, Harold Sonnek, Teddy Sparrman, Priscilla Specht, Joan Speltz,
Doug Stahlke, Joleen Strosahl, David Sylvester, Irene Taddiken, Francis Taranto, Tom Tedford, Matthew Tennant, Echo Thoren, Glo Tonskemper,
Carin Vagle, Leroy Vague, Barbara Verthein, Mimi Villaume, AJ & Theo W., Nikki W., Floyd Ward, Pam Washington, Baby Gus Weaver, Marlys Weber,
Julie Wegscheild, Bennett Wentworth, Mary White, Eric William, Jim & Jerry Wohnoutka, Jim Wolfe, Morley Woodruff, Ann Woolsey, Sofia Wright,
Julie Wylie, Mike Wyman, Curt Youngren, Bridget Zivirn, Annemaire & Ava Zubrzycki

Prayer Corner Requests: To keep prayer requests current, names will be included in the bulletin for four weeks and then removed.
To add a name or to renew your request, please call Nancy Becker at 612.823.8205 ext. 223.
A Book of Prayer is located in our Gym vestibule. If you have a family member or friend who is ill or who has recently died, please
write their names in our Book of Prayer before Mass so we may include them in prayers during our Sunday Masses.

Parish Life
Choir: Thank you for a grand season of music ministry as we made
a joyful noise with our community this past year! You
are the best and we will celebrate together on Saturday, June 22. Please get your party reservations into
Julie Rowekamp. Watch email for start up dates in the
fall. Blessings for a renewing summer! -Anna
Memorial Day Service! Remember your loved ones who have died
at our annual Memorial Day Service on Monday, May 27 at 10am in
the church. Join our Prayer Partners, musician Deb Harley, and our
community for this special holiday prayer service of remembrance.
2019 Soup Supper Recap: Wow! Heartfelt appreciation to all Soup
Supper volunteers. You came together, rolled up your sleeves, and
very good things happened! Such generous gifts of time, energy,
soup, bread and fellowship made this Lenten tradition a wonderful
success. Local Social Service agencies also thank supper attendees
for your generous free will donations totaling $3,372: SJA Care Fund
$1,005, Mental Health Connect $558, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe
$596, Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative $534, Sabathani
Community Center Food Shelf $674 and Southside Family School
Civil Rights Curriculum $305. Thank you!
Parish Picnic Friday, June 14, 5 – 9pm: Bingo, brats and our best
folk artist Steve Kremer for one night only! Join the festivities for games, activities and entertainment on the
SJA campus. Food will be served from 5 to 7:30pm. Stop
by the volunteer appreciation table and register to win
two tickets for an upcoming concert! Reservations are required by
June 2 and available on-line at www.stjoan.com or call the Parish
Center 612.823.8205.
Penpals of People in Immigration Detention in Minnesota: Conversations with Friends (CWF) invites English and Spanish speakers
(22 and older) to become pen pals for people being detained by
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in MN county jails.
Training is Saturday, May 25, 9 am – 1pm in Mpls. FFI/to register,
please email Steve at stevekraemer@outlook.com.
The Annual TRUST Open House will be held this Tuesday, May 14,
6 - 7:30pm, at Lake Nokomis Presbyterian, 1620 East 46th St, Mpls.
You will have the opportunity to meet the TRUST Board of Directors
and staff, network with coalition members, learn about our programs,
and check out TRUST volunteer opportunities. Light snack and refreshments will be served. Please join us!
Meals on Wheels Volunteer Opportunity! TRUST Meals on
Wheels, located in the basement of Judson Church at 4101 Harriet
Ave S, is in great need of volunteer drivers to deliver meals Monday
through Friday. Delivery takes just about an hour starting at either
10:45 or 11am, and starts and ends at Judson Church. Volunteer
drivers can either choose to drive a particular route each week, or
bea substitute driver and drive when they are available. FFI,
612.822.6040 or MOWDirector@trustinc.org.

The Catholic Coalition for Church Reform: This Tuesday,
May 14 at 7pm at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in St. Paul, Bonnie
Strand will lead a discussion on Vatican II: What Lives For You?
Join our discussion of how Vatican II changed you and changed
our church.
UM Humanitarian Crisis Simulation Seeks Volunteers: This
immersive learning experience for students and professionals
seeks volunteers to play the role of aid workers, refugees,
government officials, etc. The event is May 18 - 19 in Hudson,
WI. FFI go to www.globalhealthcenter.umn.edu.
Mobile Loaves Twin Cities
Volunteer Needed: This food ministry, which involves hundreds of SJAers, is looking for a volunteer (over 18) to help
with meat slicing for 2-3 hours, once every three months.
FFI contact Jeanne at leightonjeanne@gmail.com
x Socks Needed: Mobile Loaves Twin Cities delivers socks to
those in need and are looking for new lightweight, crew-cut
socks for men, women and children. Please place your donations in the collection hamper in the Parish Center entrance.
FFI contact info@mobileloavestc.com.
x

Food Shelf Donations Are Needed: You are encouraged to
bring non-perishable food items with you when you come to Mass
on Sunday and place them in our food shelf bins, located in the
entrances to our Church and Parish Center. Your food offerings
are donated to the Foodshelf at Sabathani Community Center
each week. Thank you for your willingness to help those in need.
Rider Alert: Will You Ride the Bus to SJA? Public transportation is one of the most effective ways we
can protect our planet, and Metro Transit is
planning to eliminate Saturday and Sunday
service on Route 535 (35-W) if ridership
doesn't increase. Go to metrotransit.com/Route/535 to see the
route and please consider using this great service.
Parking: Please be considerate of our neighbors and their
property. Do not block driveways or park in their “on-street”
handicapped areas. Thank You!
Summary of contributions for the week and fiscal year. Includes
plate, envelopes and estimated Sustaining Member payments.
Current (April 29 - May 5, 2019)
Actual $40,213 Budget $42,850
Prior Year Actual $38,665
Year to Date (July 1 – May 5, 2019)
Actual $1,784,764 Budget $1,792,140
Prior Year Actual $1,695,816
Thank You!

Pastoral Ministries

Peace and Justice

FFI on Pastoral Ministries contact Sherri Stella at
612.823.8205 ext. 231 or sstella@stjoan.com.

FFI on Peace & Justice programs contact Julie Madden at
612.823.8205 ext. 228 or jmadden@stjoan.com.

Mental Health Ministry: Please join us at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 4100 Lyndale Avenue South, tomorrow, Monday, May
13, 5:45 - 8pm, as Hilary Mueller, OTR-L, MSW, LICSW, from
Willow Tree Healing Center, presents, Healing through Movement and Meditation. Our evening begins with a light supper.
All are welcome for this free event.

Welcome the Stranger: Today after mass, pick up information
from our Welcome the Stranger ministry about purchasing Metro Cards to assist people seeking asylum
in our community with transportation. Welcome the
Stranger focuses on immigrants, asylees and refugees in our community, and we are involved in both direct service
and systemic change. Our next meeting is tomorrow, Monday,
May 13 at 7pm in the Upper Room.

Mental Health Connect: Please join us on Tuesday, May 21,
6:30 - 8pm at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 4100 Lyndale Ave.
S., as Elizabeth Power, M.Ed., presents, Tools for Turning Trauma Upside Down. Participants will gain a greater understanding
of trauma and its impact on health, tools to decrease distress
and increase functioning, and lines to help kick stigma to the
curb. All are welcome for this free event. FFI contact Sherri
Stella at the Parish Center.
May is Mental Health Month: Did you know?
According to the National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) 1 in 5 adults (46.6 million) in the United States
experience a mental health condition in a given year.
x 1 in 25 adults (11.2 million) in the United States experience
a serious mental illness in a given year.
x Approximately 46.6 million adults in the United States face
the reality of managing a mental illness every day.
National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI): Please join us on
Wednesday, May 29, 6:30 - 8pm in Hospitality Hall, as Kay King
presents, Gray Matters: Depression in Older Adults. Learn about
the warning signs, risks, and treatment for depression in older
adults. All are welcome for this free event. FFI contact Sherri
Stella at the Parish Center.
Coalition for Grief Support: Please join us on Thursday, May
16, 6:15 - 8pm at Richfield Lutheran Church, 8 West 60th Street,
as Beryl Schewe, Director of Pastoral Care and author, presents,
Effects of Grief. The evening begins with light refreshments
followed by a presentation and facilitated small group sessions.
FFI contact Norine Larson at 952.925.2437 or Sherri Stella at
the Parish Center.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry: Please join us on the first Monday
of each month, 6:30 - 8pm, in the Daisy Room and third Tuesday of each month, 9 - 10:30am, in the Geranium Room in the
Parish Center. All are welcome! Our prayer shawl members are
open to teaching new members to knit and crochet. FFI contact
Sherri Stella at the Parish Center.
The Parish Visitor Ministry offers confidential listening, prayer,
communion, and support in times of life challenges or transitions.
Through phone calls and visits, this quiet support is available
to parishioners who cannot join us for worship or would like an
additional long or short term parish connection in the home,
hospital, rehab or care center. FFI contact Sherri at the Parish
Center or Carolyn Dobis at 651.485.2868.

SJA ISAIAH: Transforming Ourselves and Our State. SJA recently
hosted a fantastic in-district meeting with new state representative,
Aisha Gomez, and similar meetings are being held in many districts to lift up our vision and build relationships with our elected
officials. Pick up a calendar today with upcoming opportunities,
including days of advocacy at the State Capitol for a clean energy
future in MN, economic justice for working families, and driver's
license access for all.
A Civil Rights Trip Through the American South: Southside
Family School is housed here at SJA and their curriculum includes
a powerful trip that immerses students in the national civil rights
movement, past and present. Students will present on their trip
this Wednesday, May 15, 6:30 - 7:30pm in Hospitality Hall, hosted
by our SJA Antiracism Ministry. Please join us!
SJA Health Care for All MN: Join this group of SJAers committed
to quality, affordable, universal health care for
a screening of 2 short videos and a discussion next Sunday, May 19 following the 11:00
mass in the Parish Center Upper Room.
Democracy Talks: This book group meets this Wednesday, May
15 at 1:30pm in the Parish Center to discuss Robert Reich's, The
Common Good, and his themes of common sense and expanding
our moral imagination. Please join us!
SJA Outreach Sunday: On June 2 we will celebrate the work of
our SJA Outreach Fund and it will be a great Sunday! Join us to
give thanks for the good news of these efforts. We'll be joined by
representatives from the following:
x CARE Committee: We provide emergency financial assistance to help people in need pay for housing and utilities
x Sustaining Partners: These organizations are integral to the
life of SJA - and our community is integral to them! They are:
Arm in Arm in Africa; Sister Parish; Women Against Military
Madness and Mobile Loaves Twin Cities.
x Justice Grants: Twice a year we award grants to organizations in which our parishioners and committed volunteers and
leaders. We'll be joined by 34 organizations that received
grants over our past two cycles!
An Interfaith Peace Vigil Against War: Wednesdays, 5 - 6pm,
at the Lake Street/Marshall Avenue Bridge. Join us!

Faith Formation and Adult Learning
We form the faith of our community through participation in prayer, liturgy,
sacraments, education, community and works of justice.
2019/2020 Faith Formation Registration is open for Nursery
through 12th grade. Go to www.stjoan.com under the "News"
portion on the home page. Receive a $10 discount per child if
you register by May 31.
Looking Ahead For Families: On September 8, come to a Welcome Back brunch in Hospitality Hall between the Gym Masses.
And on September 15, we will see you back in the church for our
first Family Masses of the fall. Get it on the calendar!
Animals for Farmers: This year in Family Mass, the kids brought
in weekly envelopes for Heifer International.
Together we bought two water buffalo to make
farming families self-sustaining. Water buffalo
are gentle giants that allow farmers to plant four
times as many crops as they could by hand. A water buffalo also
provides rich milk that is high in protein and nutrients, which can
improve a family’s health, and any excess can be sold. Thank you!
Join the Clare Housing Supper Club: Looking for a way to make
sure your family eats together while giving back to your community? Join the Clare Housing Supper Club and prepare a meal each
month for the residents at one of their care homes. Clare Housing
provides affordable housing, supporting services, and compassionate care to around 200 people living with HIV/AIDS, including 20
families. Share a meal and make a difference! FFI, contact
Gabrielle at gdane@stjoan.com.
Camp St. Joan Germany, July 15 - 18: We are
excited to offer early bird registration. If you register by June 1, the price will be $75/individual
and $135/family. If you want to join the planning
committee, contact Brooke Barnard at
bbarnard@stjoan.com.
Baptism: To have your child baptized at St. Joan’s you must
be a registered member and participate in a 90-minute Baptism
preparation class. FFI and to register call JP at the Parish Center.

Nursery: FFI contact Michelle Dehn, Nursery Director at

mdehn@stjoan.com or 612.823.8205 ext. 240.

Our Nursery, located in the lower level of the Parish Center, is
open for the 9 & 11am Sunday Masses. The Nursery is a wonderful
community of families and volunteers that allows parents to enjoy
Mass and meet other families in the parish. Drop-ins welcome.

Pre-schoolǣ(Ages 4-Kindergarten) FFI contact Magnolia
Ditzler at mditzler@stjoan.com or 612.823.8205 ext. 230Ǥ

Grade Schoolǣ(Grades 1-6) FFI contact Marie Bissonnette
at 612.823.8205 ext. 229.
Congratulations to the children who made their First Communion
over the last two Saturdays. May they continue to share the joy of
Jesus for their entire lives.

Youth Ministry: (Grades 7-12) FFI contact Rose Aspholm
at 612.823.8205 ext. 241 or raspholm@stjoan.com or Brennan Hall
at bhall@stjoan.com.
Adult Learning:FFI contact Cynthia Bailey Manns at
612.823.8205 ext. 226 or cmanns@stjoan.com.
Questions to Ponder ~ Renowned and beloved priest, author, and
pastor, Henri Nouwen, reminds us that spiritual formation is "the
way to freedom." As we deepen our relationship with the Holy One,
we are being prepared for a life in which we can move away from
our fears, compulsions, resentments and sorrows, to serve with joy
and courage in the world, even when this leads us to places we
would rather not go. (Spiritual Formation, Christensen & Laird,
2010) At SJA, we are challenged to continually ask ourselves,
"Who is God to me?, Who am I to God?, and How am I called to
serve in the healing of the world?"
Parish Book Club meets on the 2nd Wednesday of a month at
6:30pm in the Parish Center. Everyone is welcome anytime!
x June 12: I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
x July 10: The Secret Diary of Hendrik Groen 83 1/4 years old
by Hendrik Groen
x September 11: The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
SAGES 2nd Monday Dialogues: Planning Your Funeral. On
Monday, May 13, 1:30 - 3pm, join us for coffee in Hospitality Hall
and hear Fr. Jim DeBruycker and SJA staff discuss funeral planning. Topics will include the funeral liturgy, cremation, music,
eulogies, church arrangements and more. Everyone is welcome!
Centering Prayer, Sundays following the 9am Mass in the SJA
Youth House. Centering Prayer is a meditative prayer
that helps loosen the hold of our automatic thought
patterns that drive us and separate us from the
Sacred. All are welcome!
Recycle: Please use the labeled receptacles for compost, paper,
glass, plastic, cans, waste and cups. By doing so we will be
ecologically responsible and a big help to our maintenance staff
as well. Thank you.
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